CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA

ORDINANCE NO.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING INVER GROVE HEIGHTS CITY CODE TITLE 5, CHAPTERS 8
AND 9 RELATED TO ABATEMENT OF DISEASED AND HAZARDOUS TREES

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS ORDAINS AS
FOLLOWS:

Section One. Amendment. Title 5, Chapter 9, Section 2 of the Inver Grove
Heights City Code is hereby amended to include the following language:

T. Diseased trees, hazardous trees, or hazardous wood which constitute a public
nuisance under Section 5-8-4 of this code.

Section Two. Amendment. Title 5, Chapter 8, Section 4 of the Inver Grove
Heights City Code is hereby amended as follows. The new language is shown underlined:

5-8-4: NUISANCES DECLARED AND PROHIBITED

A. Nuisances Declared The following items are hereby declared to be publlc
nuisances: w Yy

1. Any hazardous tree. A hazardous tree is defined as a tree which has structural
defects in the roots, stem, and/or branches that are likely to cause the tree or
tree part to fall, and such fall could cause property damage or personal injury.

2. Any diseased tree. A diseased tree shall mean any of the following when found
within the control zones between April 1 and September 15:

a. Any living or standing elm tree, or part thereof, infected to any degree
with the Dutch elm disease fungus Ceratocystis ulmi (Buisman)
Moreau.

b. Any elm tree or part thereof suffering from dieback or any other
disease or harmful condition which, in the opinion of the city forester or
his agents, renders that tree or any parts thereof possible breeding or
harboring sites of the elm bark beetles Scolytus multistriatus (Eichh.)
or Hylurgopinus rufipes (Marsh).

c. Any red oak tree or part thereof exhibiting wilting to any degree in July
or August, this wilt caused by the oak wilt fungus Ceratocystis
fagacearum. Red oak trees affected at other times and white oaks with




root systems in contact with other trees of the same species are also
hereby declared nuisances.

d. Any ash tree that is diseased with the emerald ash borer that poses or
threatens to pose a danger to person or property by reason of
potentially falling or loss of tree limbs in the opinion of the city forester
or the city forester's designee or is otherwise subject to a directive for
removal from the Minnesota department of agriculture or other state
agency.

I . A1t} h A4 of thi e by shall I
hazardous trees and portions.

3. Any hazardous wood. Hazardous wood shall mean any of the following when
found within the control zones between April 1 and September 15:
a- Any dead elm tree, standing or fallen, or part thereof, including logs,

branches, stumps, firewood or other elm material from which the bark
has not been completely removed. Red oak wood not covered by a
plastic tarpaulin during May and June., is-alse-hereby-declared-a-publie
nadisance. Any dead ash tree, standing or fallen, or part thereof,
including logs, branches, stumps, firewood or other ash material that is
not handled consistent with guidelines issued by the Minnesota
department of agriculture or other state agency, as amended from time

to time. Such-nuisances-are-hereby termed-hazardous-wood-

Section Two. Amendment. Title 5, Chapter 8, Section 6 of the Inver Grove
Heights City Code is hereby amended as follows. The new language is shown underlined
and the deleted language is shown with strikethrough:

5-8-6: ABATEMENT PROCEDURE:

A. Methods Of Abatement: In abating the nuisances of diseased or hazardous
trees and portions and hazardous wood, the landowner shall, and upon his failure to do
so, the forester may, abate the public nuisance and cause the infected tree or wood or
hazardous tree or portion thereof to be sprayed, removed, burned, disposed of or
otherwise effectively treated so as to destroy and prevent as fully as possible the spread
of the Dutch elm disease fungus, the oak wilt fungus, the elm bark beetles and/or emerald
ash borers, or, in the case of a hazardous tree, to remove the hazardous tree. Such
abatement procedures shall be carried out in accordance with current technical and
expert opinions and plans as may be designated by the commissioner of agriculture and
shall be termed proper disposal.

B. Abatement In Control Zones: When the forester finds with reasonable certainty that
the Dutch elm disease fungus, the oak wilt fungus, elm bark beetles, or emerald ash
borers exist in any tree or wood in the control zones, that hazardous wood exists within
the control zones, or that a hazardous tree exists on any property at any time, the
abatement procedures detailed in Section 5-9-6 shall be followed. If the City abates a




diseased tree, hazardous wood, or a hazardous tree, the City may assess the costs of

the abatement pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Sections 429.101 and 18G.13 following

the procedures in Section 5-9-6.-procedure-shall-be-as-follows:
Notice To Abate:

Section Three. Effective Date. This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect

upon its passage and publication as provided by law.

Passed in regular session of the City Council on the day of , 2024,


https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/invergrovehtsmn/latest/invergrovehts_mn/0-0-0-3401#JD_5-8-4

CITY OF INVER GROVE HEIGHTS

By:

Brenda Dietrich, Mayor

ATTEST:

Rebecca Kiernan, City Clerk



